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the coast between Tontouta and Port Bouquet, and Poneri-
houen and Poya.
A complete study of the origin of the New Caledonians
has yet to be made, but it seems certain, by the notes and
documents left us by some of the earliest white inhabitants,
that scientific research into their past would help to clear
up much of the mystery regarding the origins and settlement
of the South Sea islands as a whole. Whether, as some
believe, the New Caledonians have common origin with
the Australian aboriginals and were separated when the
land bridge between the two countries subsided ; whether
they were part of a race which migrated from the South
American countries, gradually to filter across the South Seas ;
whether they really did sweep down from South-East Asia
and make New Caledonia a base from which to populate the
other island of Melanesia; whether the Polynesians came
first and were driven out by the Melanesians, or came later
and established settlement in spite of the Melanesians—
these are much debated questions yet to be solved.
Not only could the mystery of the early South Sea
colonists be cleared up, but also much of the story of
humanity itself. In New Caledonia we can see in operation
to-day processes that the so-called civilized nations passed
through thousands of years ago. In their primitive tabus we
can find the origin of our own religious customs, in their
rudimentary, utilitarian language the basis of our own
speech. Even if their past remains wrapped in obscurity,
scientists and psychologists to-day can study in New
Caledonia the processes through which the mind passed to
reach the present stage of high development., while philolo-
gists have a fertile field to observe the growth of language
from a clumsy tool expressing basic necessities, to the present
high level where it becomes a flexible instrument capable of
expressing the finest nuances which the ultimate develop-
ment of thought makes possible. ,

